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MINUTES  
 
Meeting WG Regulatory Affairs (WG REGA) 
18 February 2020 
 
Timing: 
10:30am-13:00pm 
 
Participants:  
Thijs Meijssen - Avantium 
Bart Langius – Avantium 
Celmira Sousa - BASF 
Ulf Malcharczik – BIO-FED 
Kristy-Barbara Lange – EUBP 
Hasso von Pogrell – EUBP 
Oliver Buchholz – EUBP 
Christian Schulz – EUBP 
Erwin Lepoudre – Kaneka 
Mariagiovanna Vetere – NatureWorks 
Erwin Vink - NatureWorks 
Francisca Melia – Neste 
Paolo La Scola – Novamont 
Jean-Marc Nony – Sphere  
Sabine von Wirén-Lehr – Tetra Pak 
François de Bie – Total Corbion PLA 
Megan Rowe – Weber Shandwick 
Luisa Puccio – Weber Shandwick 
 
Consultants of members: 
Delia Horabulo – BCW consultant to Neste 
Kathleen Laissy – Action Europe consultant to Sphere  
 
On the phone:  
Katharina Schlegel – BASF 
Oliver Ehlert - Din Certco 
Susanne Veith - Dupont 
Tijana Duric – Neste 
 

1. Welcome and introduction to meeting 
o Tour de table 
o Adaptation of the order of the agenda (AOB to be treated first); approval of the 

agenda, signing of anti-trust clause 
 

2. A.O.B. 
o Brexit and EP Committees: Due to Brexit UK MEPs have left the Parliament. 

Their seats (also in the EP Committees) been re-allocated to other EU 
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Member States. The respective adaptations to the EUBP distribution list have 
been made.  

o Member States:  
! France:  

• JMN updated us on the current legal changes in France.  
• The term biodegradable cannot be used anymore standing 

alone without any specification on the environment and further 
conditions.  

• The provisions of the French 2015 law on bags were 
maintained and provisions for fruit and veggie (very lightweight) 
plastic bags that need to be home compostable have been 
preserved. A notion on fines for retailers etc. that do not comply 
has been added to reinforce the transition to the exempted 
materials.  

• Tea bags are required to be biodegradable (in line with the 
SUP Directive which defines biodegradable plastics with a link 
to EN 13432 and therefore as industrially compostable) 

• Provisions on catering items are not featuring any exemptions 
for biodegradable/compostable plastics that are straight 
formulated, but there remains a potential for exemptions of 
paper items covered with plastics; this is depending on the 
interpretation of the definition of plastics. The latter is quite 
unclear and features the mention of the term ‘main structural 
component’.  

! UK:  
• WRAP developed clear recommendations on where to use 

biodegradable/compostable plastics. It is a quite simple and 
practical suggestion and we fully support it. Even though UK is 
no longer a EU member it is still a relevant example of how 
compostable plastics can be best put to use: 
https://www.wrap.org.uk/sites/files/wrap/Considerations-for-
compostable-plastic-packaging.pdf  

• Media outlet www.bioplasticsnews.com: we briefly discussed 
the recent negative exchanges between editor Axel Barrett and 
European Bioplastics. The outlet gave advertising and editorial 
space to the oxo-lobby and published several aggressive and 
factually distorted texts on biodegradable / compostable 
plastics; the quality of the outlet has always questioned but 
recently grave opportunistic tendencies have further devalued 
its role as reliable source on our industry. EUBP recommends 
not engaging with bioplasticsnews on any level, as it is not a 
reliable partner or a sound source of information.  

! NL: A new study by Wageningen University who was tasked with a 
joint project of Dutch waste managers and producers of 
biodegradable/compostable plastics looked at the length of the 
composting cycle for several different products. Surprisingly fast 
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degradation has been the case. You can find the full study here: 
https://edepot.wur.nl/514397;  

 
Note: The NL study and the UK WRAP report will be shared with DG Units at  

       ENG; GROW, AGRI and RTD as positive update.  
 
o Meetings with EC:  

! On 18 February PLS visited DG AGRI representing EUBP to give an 
update on recent EUBP activities such as the letter to VP Timmermans 
and the engagement of EUBP in the process on SUP guidance.  

! On 17 February KL and CS meet with DG RTD (Silvia Maltagliati, 
Hans Christian Eberl) to update them on on-going dossiers where we 
see counterproductive tendencies to fully reflect on innovation in the 
plastics sector (e.g. SUP guidance – questionable if PHA/PSC will be 
recognised as exemptions only because ‘man-made’ – hurdle to 
biotech, EPR eco-modulation report suggesting negative extra-fees for 
compostable plastics if ending in mechanic recycling but no mention of 
allocating fees to composters at all); Ms Maltagliati informed us about 
the new study of DG ENV on plastics in agriculture; Mr Eberl 
challenged the word ‘bioplastics’ and told us to severely think about 
skipping this general term in all communication.   

o Event EP 25 March:  
! Organisation on-going; three speakers (Neste, SIS, EURIC) secured 
! Save the date shared; invitation to be shared 24/25 February once 

programme final.  
! Oliver Buchholz (EUBP) will handle further organisation.  
! Contact on EP side is the office of MEP Fredrick Federley.  

o Staff update Brussels:  
! Julia Philipps – former Head of office of MEP Karlheinz Florenz 

(EPP/German) is now involved in the German Perm Rep (potentially 
linked to the handling of the German presidency term).  

! Anna Papagrigoraki has switched from Plastics Europe to CEPI and is 
new Sustainability Director.  

! Virginia Janssens of Europen is becoming new Managing Director of 
Plastics Europe by end of February.  

! Recruiting of a new Managing Director at Europen is on-going.  
 

3. Election of WG REGA Chair and Vice-Chair:  
o The group thanked its current Chair (Mariagiovanna Vetere / NatureWorks) 

and Vice-Chair (Paolo La Scola / Novamont) for two years of engaged work.  
o For the coming two-year term as Chair and Vice-Chair of WG REGA two 

candidates presented itself – these were once again the former Chair and 
Vice-Chair. Both briefly explained why they would like to continue supporting 
EUBP in these roles. Afterwards both were unanimously elected by the 
present participants of the meeting (members with voting rights).  
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o The Chairperson of WG REGA from 2020-2022 will be Mariagiovanna 
Vetere (NatureWorks). The Vice-Chairperson of WG REGA from 2020-2022 
will be Paolo La Scola (Novamont).  

o Next election of WG REGA Chair / Vice-Chair will take place in 02/2022.  
 

4. Vision 2050 / communication on Cabinet level 
o As requested by the participants of the January 2020 meeting a structure for a 

high-level document on bio-based durable and bio-based biodegradable 
plastics’ contribution to the Green Deal and the 2050 climate targets has been 
developed.  

o The scope (4-6 pages, well layouted), structure and main topics (see 
presentation shared for the meeting) of such a ‘vision document’ was 
presented by Luisa Puccio of EUBP’s public affairs agency Weber Shandwick.  

o Comments of members received included:  
! Bioplastics as term should be omitted (which fits well with the 

comments received by DG RTD – see above).  
! 2050 is a long way off; the document would need to reflect on what the 

industry can contribute today, by 2030, and by 2050 (a rough sketch of 
the way forward).  

! The topics ‘food waste’ and ‘soil degradation / nutrient cycle’ should be 
taken up.  

! The trias of reuse, reduce, recycle should be reflected as well.  
! The overall wording should be positive, inspiring and not at all 

defensive (a tonality we feature too often in detail discussions on 
dossier level!) 

! The target group should be the EC and cabinet, but also CEOs and 
MDs of other associations – so that potential for cooperation would be 
understood.  

o Next steps:  
! WS will draft a first text version, which will be checked by EUBP staff 

(HP/OB) and given to the Chairs for a first orientation.  
! A 4-6 page document should be ready by end of March in time for a 

number of relevant publications around which meeting requests can be 
sent to officials higher up in the ranks.  

 
5. Dossier related topics 

o Details on the following dossiers can also be found in the presentation shared 
prior to the meeting.  

o Green Deal – new Circular Economy Action Plan (nCEAP):  
! EUBP contributed to the consultation on the Roadmap end of January.  
! A leak of the nCEAP was obtained in February.   
! The nCEAP mentions a ‘Framework for bio-based plastics’ and a 

‘Framework for biodegradable plastics’.  
! Both frameworks are likely to be communicated in one communication.  
! Initiatives feeding into the framework for biodegradable plastics:  

• Study on biodegradable plastics in a circular economy – 
publication pending, envisaged for end of February / March 
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• Study on plastics in agriculture – a first workshop will take 
place on 26 March – HP is going to participate for EUBP.  

• Study on biodegradable plastics in the environment – no 
actions / timing known yet – further inquiries to be made.  

! Initiatives feeding into the framework for bio-based plastics:  
• JRC project for a methodology of comparative LCA for 

alternative feedstock for production of plastics –  
UPDATE: following the meeting we discussed with Luisa 
Marelli (Deputy Head of Unit, Rana Pant’s former Unit) who is 
coordinating the project at the moment. The current timelines 
are:  
Mid-March – consultation on methodology / cases (4-6 weeks) 
May – assessment of consultation input by JRC 
June – peer review of adapted methodology  
Note: Christian Schulz of EUBP is taking over coordination of 
this specific project and has been introduced to Ms Marelli as 
point of contact.  

! Next steps:  
• Monitoring of publication of nCEAP, analysis and 

communication actions – HP and EUBP staff 
• Meeting requests after publication (EC, inclusion in 

corresponding priority projects) – HP and EUBP staff 
 

o Climate law 
! EUBP contributed to the Roadmap consultation 
! Next steps:  

• Monitoring for potential leaks – HP / WS 
• Analysis of law once published in March and corresponding 

actions – HP and EUBP staff 
 

o Guidance on SUP Directive:  
! Work on the definition of plastics and potential targeted exemptions is 

being discussed within the EC with no further input encouraged at the 
moment.  

! More insights can be gained during the workshop on 23 March – HP 
flagged interest, confirmed participation pending (in general no 
invitation has been shared so far) 

! Next steps:  
• Participation in workshop – assessment and reaction according 

to results presented (content to be prepared within WG 
REGA’s TF SUPSPEC) – HP and EUBP staff 

• Monitoring of publication in June/July – analysis and reaction 
(content to be prepared within WG REGA’s TF SUPSPEC) – 
HP and EUBP staff 

• TBD transposition recommendations to Member States  
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• On-going liaison with Edana (Gil Stevens) – HP and EUBP 
staff 

 
o Guidance on eco-modulation of EPR:  

! A draft report of consultancy Eunomia leaked in December 2019.  
! The report did not take up recycled content and also made no mention 

of bio-based content.  
! It also ignored the request of EUBP to allocate EPR fees for 

compostable plastics packaging to composters.  
! Instead organic recycling is fully neglected and compostable 

packaging is even mentioned twice negatively by suggesting a ‘penalty 
fee’ as they are not mechanically recyclable.  

! EUBP reacted on a higher level to these distorting interpretation of 
compostable packaging and drafted a letter and meeting request to 
Cabinet level stressing the importance of closing the material as well 
as the organic / nutrient cycle. The consultancy report on EPR is proof 
that the relevance of certain compostable packaging solutions for the 
closing of the organic cycle has not been incorporated yet by the EC 
and that even the link between material cycles and organic cycles is 
still escaping some stakeholders.   

! Next steps:  
• Monitor publication of EPR report and prepare corresponding 

communication – HP and WS 
• Tbd letter to Member States on how to support bio-based 

plastics / biodegradable plastics via EPR – HP and EUBP staff 
• Follow up on meeting requests to Cabinet – HP and EUBP staff 

 
o ECHA report on intentionally added microplastics 

! Opinions of Committees will follow in March followed by a consultation 
! RAC workshop in Helsinki beginning of March – HP will join 
! Final opinion of EC potentially delayed until autumn.  
! Next steps:  

• Participation in RAC workshop beginning of March - HP 
     

6. Goodbye to REGA convenor  
o EUBP and WG REGA said goodbye to Kristy Lange with a glass of 

champagne after more than 9 years of EUBP support. KL will leave EUBP 
mid-March and will have her last day in office on 28 February.  

o HP and members of the EUBP Board are currently recruiting a successor.  
o As long as no concrete person is engaged, HP will take over KL’s 

responsibilities supported by further EUBP staff members.  
 

7. Next WG REGA meeting:  
o 18 March – 10:30-13 CET @office of Weber Shandwick – Brussels.  

 
EUBP / KL / 24.02.2020 
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